Field Report: March 2016
Dear Praying Family and Friends
For those of you who do not receive our electronic updates, we joyfully announced that tickets are have been
purchased for my return to Sierra Leone on May 2nd. By the time I land back in our beloved country, it will
have been 20 months since my departure. The Lord has greatly blessed our short time of separation, we have
no complaints, and wouldn’t change anything. Please subscribe for our updates on the Field Report page at
gatherthefragments.com
In February I traveled to Edmonton, Alberta where I spoke at a ladies’ meeting with three churches represented.
We had a wonderful time playing my invented “Missionary Wife Game,” speaking on the topic of “Victory in
the Valley,” and then having question/answer time. The coordinating church for this event was Capital City
Baptist, a new church plant by the Joe Newman family, long-time missionaries in Canada. I was also very
blessed to be able to fellowship with Canadian Baptist Bible Church in Lacombe, Pastor Chuck Coulson; one of
our supporting churches. At both churches I gave ministry updates, showed our DVD presentation, and
answered questions. This trip marked the conclusion of my travels and I’m now focused on preparing to leave
in May.
MEANWHILE, BACK IN SIERRA LEONE: In January through March Stephen had the privilege to host Brother
Steve Hardy, member of Ridge Road Baptist Church in Brewton, Alabama; another of our supporting
churches. Steve was a tremendous help in tackling the mountain of unfinished physical jobs that have been
plaguing Stephen. Thank you Ridge Road for sponsoring Bro. Hardy’s trip and a big Thank You to Steve for
all of your hard work. Stephen has forbid Bro. Hardy from showing me any of the photos of the kitchen he
built saying I have to wait till I’m home!
NEW NAME! Bro. Hardy did much more than build, paint, dig, and install fencing. He was active in outreach
in our village as well as on the circuit. But most significantly, Steve helped gather a precious fragment. On
February 17, our friend and institute grad, Moses Menjor, was witnessing to a long-time friend, Lahai, when the
conversation became quite heated. Lahai, being Muslim, was very vocal in defending his good works while
Moses quietly pointed out the hypocrisy of Lahai’s own words. Bro. Hardy, hearing the rising tone of Lahai’s
heated state, went to assist Bro. Moses. Lahai calmed down and sat quietly for some time. He then said,
“Because you’re not trying to force me to attend your church but are telling me the way I can go to heaven, I
want to think on these things,” and then left. Two days later, Steve Hardy and Moses were walking through
town on regular Friday evangelism when Lahai saw them and of his own accord approached them. “All that
you explain to me the other day, I’ve considered and I accept. I accept Jesus Christ as my only way to heaven
and my savior too. I am not joking, I reason this for two days and I accept him.” A few days later, Lahai came
to our house to speak with Moses and Steve again. He then asked, “Do you have a law, what I should do or not
do to be a true Christian?” Bro. Hardy’s answer was plain and to the point, “No, just be a good follower; have

good behavior as Christ did.” And our Brother Lahai responded in simple faith saying, “You need to teach me.”
Lahai is an example of the team effort in patient plowing and is the fruit of many years of sowing the seed. He
is fruit to your account.
Brother Hardy also had the excitement of experiencing bush-style fire fighting. The menace of slash and burn
agriculture has wreaked havoc in a big way this year and Steve had the thrill of assisting with two huge blazes.
One traveled over 10 miles from it’s original starting point wiping out homes and many outside kitchens as it
made its way to our area. Many people also lost the year’s supply of rice recently harvested and stored in their
outside kitchens. Stephen’s words add an interesting view to this event.
“We worked hard to divert the fire as best we could and watched it pass by our south boundary as it continued
to travel westward toward the graveyard and police post. We were safe. But later that night the dogs alerted me
as it had circled around and was now heading easterly directly toward our west line. I stood on our veranda
looking westward and just said, ‘Lord, there’s nothing I can do now. The fire’s too big and I’m alone. A good
wind would surely help. I watched it for a while longer and noticed as the flames intensified for a few minutes
and then settled down to a low glow. I went back to bed. The next morning I investigated expecting to see our
trees destroyed but earlier this season I had the boys scrape a 3-4 foot wide path along our west line; the fire
went just that far and ran out of fuel. The flare up I saw was the grasses the boys had scraped and piled beyond
our tree line and it didn’t jump our fire break. Thank you LORD! From his vantage point he didn’t need to
send a wind.”
TRAINING CIRCUIT EXPANSION: Teaching at Gumahun has resumed again and is going better than it has in
the past with attendance being more consistent. Recently added is Pujehun, a village about 3 miles off from us.
For this development I’ll use Stephen’s words from an email he sent. “Teaching in Pujehun is a unique
development. Brother Joseph had been going to their church many months before to help them on Sunday. We
all had been there twice for evangelism and it seems to have had a good effect. The pastor and three of his
people came to Joseph asking about me and our Bible institute. Joseph then brought them to the house and we
had a very productive talk about training. They said they would like to come here once a week for about three
hours which we tried but travel for them is too difficult. So, we’ve moved it to their church on Sundays after our
service. There are anywhere from five to nine attendees and they are so full of different religious influences that
they are taken aback with just about every verse as we go through the book of John. But they are faithful to
come and are learning; the good thing is they don’t need translation. Recently, one of the nurses from their
bush clinic has started attending and last Sunday I gave a ride to another nurse from Pujehun who was in
Baomahun. She too ended up staying in for the class; she is Muslim so please pray for her. I especially like
teaching this group.”
While engaged in an IM chat session with Stephen several weeks ago, he abruptly said he needed to leave as
there was an emergency with the church folks in Pujehun. Later, he sent an email explaining the situation.
“While we were on the computer, a messenger from Pujehun came. He said that a mother had died in
childbirth; she is a church member there and he was pleading with me to come right away and help conduct her
funeral. Some of her family members are Muslim and were insisting that the burial take place that night
according to Islamic law. Willing to show deference to the family’s wishes, the grieving husband agreed. We
were able to be a comfort to the family as well as to the village. They appreciated us making the effort to come
and help on such a short notice. But, it’s why we’re here!”
NEW EVANGELISM VENUE: With Ebola under control, travel is once again easier and safe. Newly added to the
circuit of evangelism is the remote village of Mobia. Be sure to see our photo pages for pictures of this new
venue. With a crew from our church going along to assist the Mobai church, they set out for the day. Here I’ll
quote Stephen. “Mobia is fun but it’s definitely a trip to get there! We got there and most of the town turned
out to listen. We met in the village barrie [an open-air community center] and I presented the gospel while

Michael translated. All in all it was fun and well worth the trip. The third Sunday of this month, Alfred will be
preaching their Sunday service. Our connection with them is through a brother who lives there but is presently
working in the mines here in Baomahun; he fellowships with us when in town. We will definitely be returning
for further evangelism efforts. One old Muslim man was very contentious to our being there. He would follow
at a distance all the while scowling and scorning. I tried on several occasions to take his picture but he would
always turn away. I finally was able to snap a picture by going around a house, down the tight alley between
houses, and standing behind some tall grasses. I’m hopeful that when we return I can warm up to him and we
can talk. He certainly doesn’t have much time left.”
One of the hardest things for us in Sierra Leone is the very high mortality rate from preventable causes.
Stephen recently transported one of our church members to the hospital for a severe abscess in her jaw. Our
local bush clinic had waited too long to refer her to the hospital so by the time Stephen knew about it and got
her to the hospital it was too late; Isatu died a couple of days later from the infection. Isatu’s husband, Alagie, is
now left to care for their children including very young twin girls. Needing the assistance of family, Alagie, a
faithful church member, has had to move. These closing words from Stephen are from Alagie’s last Sunday with
us a The Bible Mission Church. He will be missed.
“We had a really good spirit in church today. Mattah, Emanuel’s daughter [around six years old], has been
attending church regularly and staying in the adult service. Today, as I sat in my spot on the back bench, she
came and greeted me with a big smile and then turned around with her back facing me waiting to be picked up.
She was too cute to resist and so she spent the whole service right there on my lap. Then Alagie’s step son,
about the same age, came and sat next to me on my right. He was intrigued with the hair on my arms and
occupied himself with my right arm for a long time. Then he leaned into my right side wrapped his arms
around my arm and sighed; he didn’t move for about 30 minutes. All the while Mattah has her head on my
chest, I’ve got my chin on her head rubbing her forehead, she’s not asleep but staring off into another world.
The church is singing their traditional songs; it’s packed out and the singing is 100% spiritual in the LORD. I’m
holding back flood gates while holding two segregate grand-children and trying to find a way to thank GOD for
the best friends, family, brethren, and love that passes understanding. Today will be Alagie’s last Sunday with us
so his wife’s sisters and nieces were with him and the twins; it was a very special day today.”
Thank you for allowing us to minister as your voice to the people of Sierra Leone.
Because He is Worthy

Stephen & Laura Holt
See photo pages below
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Rural Evangelism Blitz: Mobai
Waiting to cross the one-vehicle rope ferry

Old-fashioned muscle power!

Pray for the village of
Mobai as it will now
be a regular on the
training and
evangelism circuit.

Right: Meeting with village leadership and
residents. The group was very respectful and
listened attentively to the Gospel.

Rural Evangelism Blitz: Mobai
Left: The combined crew ready to fan out
Please note two women are in the group which
is always exciting
Below: Hitting the bush trails.
Don’t those red shirts look great!

Below: Brother Steve Hardy in Mobai

Above: This is the Muslim man who was very
resentful of our evangelism efforts.
His face tells it all. Please pray for him.
Right: Moses Menjor using one of the illustrated
evangelism books. Children and adults alike
respond well to these books.

January - March Events

In the village of Pujehun to assist with the burial of yet
another mother who died in child birth. Sierra Leone is
the most dangerous place in the world to give birth.
Clockwise from Top: With the father and his new born
son; This little fellow will now be cared for by family
members, we will assist by providing formula and
bottles; Singing hymns around the grave being a
comfort and encouragement to the family and village.

Above: In Freetown to pick up Bro. Hardy
Left: Firefighting is a necessary skill for the
rural missionary!

January - March Events

Teaching Bible class in our village
junior secondary school

Top Left: With my good friend Lehai just prior to my
departure in August 2014. Though witnessed to many times
over the years, Lehai was still lost in the religion of Islam
when I left.
Top Right: Lehai and Steve Hardy, now brothers in Christ!
Left: In Edmonton, Alberta with long-time friend and fellow
missionary, Mitzi Newman.

